
The MERLIN project has received funding from the 
European Union’s Horizon 2020 research and innovation 
programme under grant agreement No 101036337.

www.project-merlin.eu  

     @merlin-project.bsky.social   merlin-eu   freshwaterblog.net 

Bringing Europe’s 
freshwaters back to life.

Case study #06: Hutovo Blato Peatlands of Bosnia 
and Herzegovina

Case study cluster: peatlands and wetlands

Country: Bosnia and Herzegovina

Scientific partner: WWF Adria

Implementation partner: WWF Adria

Twinning case study: planned: max.moor 
(Switzerland); protecting the climate through 
peatƤand Řonǧerȓatƍon

Website: www.wwfadria.org

Fact sheet #06
June, 2026 | Page 1/2

Demonstration

 ӆ Type of restoration: restoration of peatlands
 ӆ Size: immediate catchment area 
oſ Nutoȓo �ƤatoϿ ΀Ͼ1΀Ά ơm2

 ӆ Location(s): Hutovo Blato peatlands
 ӆ Value of the case: channel restoration, restoration 
oſ ƈaŗƍtatǧ and ŗƍodƍȓerǧƍtȚϾ enƈanŘementϾ reȔettƍng

 ӆ Stakeholders involved: Nature ¡arơ иŘat. S× oſ 
IUCN, Ramsar site), governmental and local 
authorities (Ministry of Environment, Canton, 
qunƍŘƍpaƤƍtȚйϾ ƤoŘaƤ Řommunƍtƍeǧ

 ӆ Sectors involved: hydropower, tourism
 ӆ Innovations being applied: (expected) implementation 
oſ ŘarŗonУŘredƍtƍng proƞeŘtиǧй ſor ǧuǧtaƍnaŗƤe 
restoration and conservation (rewetting)

Implemented within MERLIN

 ӆ Restoration measures: clearing of channels, 
banks, riverbed and partially the reeds to 
improve connectivity with flooded meadows 
and restore habitats for fish and birds

 ӆ Size: 1488 ha restored land, 2 km restored stream length
 ӆ Scope: regional
 ӆ Vicinity: rural/peri-urban
 ӆ Stakeholders involved: national and municipal 
public institutions, environmental NGOs, 
hydropower plant operators, tourism 

 ӆ Estimated costs: 345,000€ (including planning, 
monitoring and construction costs) 

Lessons learnt
 Ӈ Successful restoration requires a skilled, 
multidisciplinary team covering planning, stakeholder 
engagement, implementation and monitoring
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Additional information 
Due to the complex hydrological system (karst) and 
the type of pressure (series of large hydropower infra-
structures), the catchment size can be determined by the 
(a) the River Basin size limited to the peatland area – not 
including the downstream area – and (b) immediate 
ŘatŘƈment areaǧ oſ tƈe peatƤandǧϾ aǧ ſoƤƤoȔǧϿ 

 ӆ Neretva-Trebisnjica: 406,087 ha (includes Montenegro)
 ӆ Hutovo Blato: 212,817 ha

It is important to note that the hydropower complex 
ǧȚǧtem ƍntegrateǧ 3 puŗƤƍŘ energȚ Řompanƍeǧ ƍn 3 dƍɨerent 
administrative entities in Republika Srpska and Feder-
ation of BiH, in Bosnia and Herzegovina, and in Croatia 

иN¡¡ $uŗroȓnƍơй. qoreoȓerϾ tƈƍǧ ŘompƤeș ƈȚdropoȔer 
system is currently being extended, with additional 
hydrological impact, which is expecting to drain directly 
ȔetƤandǧЍpeatƤandǧ upǧtream ŗut aƤǧo ſurtƈer aɨeŘt 
Nutoȓo �Ƥato ȔetƤandǧ.

The biggest challenge of our case study is therefore 
to involve the energy companies, through legal/policy 
Ƥeȓerǧ and potentƍaƤƤȚ ŗȚ ɫndƍng addƍtƍonaƤ ƍnŘentƍȓeǧ 
иɫnanŘƍaƤ meŘƈanƍǧmǧй.
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