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Demonstration

 ӆ Type of restoration: Lower Danube
 ӆ Size: the length of the river flowing in Romania: 
1Ͼ07΃ ơm и¤omanƍa repreǧentǧ ΀·ϸӀ oſ tƈe ǧurſaŘe area 
oſ tƈe ȔƈoƤe $anuŗe �aǧƍnϾ Ȕƍtƈ a Ƥengtƈ oſ 37.7ϸӀ oſ 
tƈe $anuŗe ¤ƍȓer ſƤoȔƍng tƈrougƈ ƍtǧ terrƍtorȚ.йϾ 
Danube floodplain: approximately 400,000 ha 
agricultural land along the lower Danube

 ӆ Location(s): Gârla Mare
 ӆ Value of the case: flood risk mitigation, floodplain 
restoration/reconnection, ecological status restoration, 
lateral connectivity, wetland restoration

 ӆ Stakeholders involved: Ministry of Agriculture, 
¤omanƍan Øaterǧ NatƍonaƤ �dmƍnƍǧtratƍonϾ  
National Agency for Environmental Protection, 
ƤoŘaƤ admƍnƍǧtratƍonϾ ŘountȚ ŘounŘƍƤϾ NF~ǧϾ 
ŘƍtƍȤenǧϾ ſarmerǧ

 ӆ Sectors involved: agricultural/fish farming

Implemented within MERLIN

 ӆ Restoration measures: Sediment and vegetation 
removal; stream restoration to reconnect the floodplain. 

 ӆ Size: 823 ha restored land, 12 km restored stream length
 ӆ Scope: regional
 ӆ Vicinity: rural
 ӆ Stakeholders involved: water authority, environment 
authority, fishery authority, nature protection 
(NGOs), local community, land owners

 ӆ Estimated costs: 1,070,000€ (including 
planning, monitoring and construction costs) 
+ 5,000€ annual monitoring costs
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Lessons learnt
 Ӈ Successful restoration requires flexibility 
to overcome unforeseen challenges

 Ӈ Open communication and collaboration turn 
obstacles into learning opportunities

 Ӈ Active leadership by public authorities 
is essential for long-term scaling

Additional information
FńrƤa qare Ȕaǧ ǧeƤeŘted to demonǧtrate tƈe ŗeneɫtǧ 
of reconnecting former/transformed wetlands back to 

tƈe naturaƤ ɬood puƤǧe oſ tƈe $anuŗeϾ to enƈanŘe tƈe 
ŗeneɫtǧ proȓƍded to nature and ƤoŘaƤ Řommunƍtƍeǧ.

The area is important during wintering for Phalacrocorax 
pygmeus, Aythya nyroca and Aythya ferina, during migration 
period is important for Ph. pygmeus and Ph. carbo. The 
Gruia-Gârla Mare area hosts 19 birds species protected 
under The Birds Directive, 89 birds species protected under 
The Bonn Convention and 6 globally endangered birds 
species.
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