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Case study #13: ¬orraƍa ɬoodpƤaƍn

Case study cluster: small streams and basins

Country: Portugal

Scientific partner: Instituto Superior de Agronomia, 
Universidade de Lisboa

Implementation partner: National Irrigation Authority 
(coordinator); Farmer’s Association

Twinning case study: Ervidel Lowlands: 
ǧƍmƍƤar approaŘƈeǧ on rƍparƍan reǧtoratƍonЀ  
EDIA – Alentejo Irrigation Company; www.edia.pt/pt

Website: www.arbvs.pt

Demonstration

 ӆ Type of restoration: Sorraia
 ӆ Size: floodplain 20,000 km2; 
ŘatŘƈment ǧŘaƤe и1΀Ͼ7΃·.36 ơm2)

 ӆ Location(s): Sorraia Valley
 ӆ Value of the case: riparian rehabilitation (clearing of 
sedges and woody debris, bank stabilisation and removal 
of exotic woody vegetation); removal of exotic invasive 
plants (water hyacinth, Brazilian milfoil) in river and 
canals; creation and maintenance of ecological set-
aside areas; fish passes in weirs and river crossings

 ӆ Stakeholders involved: farmers of the irrigation valley
 ӆ Sectors involved: agriculture: farmers and land owners
 ӆ Innovations being applied: –

Implemented within MERLIN

 ӆ Restoration measures: Riparian restoration 
through invasive species removal, habitat 
enhancement and improved fish connectivity. 

 ӆ SizeϿ 13.07 ƈa reǧtored ƤandϾ ΀.3΂ ơm 
restored river length

 ӆ Scope: local to regional
 ӆ Vicinity: rural
 ӆ Stakeholders involved: agricultural sector (farmers and 
landowners) 

Estimated costs: 550,000€ (including planning 
and construction costs) + 29,000€ annual 
maintenance and monitoring costs 

Lessons learnt
 Ӈ Building cross-sector relationships takes time 
and is essential for successful restoration.

13

https://bsky.app/profile/merlin-project.bsky.social
https://www.linkedin.com/company/merlin-eu/
https://freshwaterblog.net/
https://www.arbvs.pt

